The pathology and history of rheumatism are still poorly understood. Insight into the pathology may be enhanced through perspectives provided by the history of disease. Visual arts, especially in combination with historical documentation of personalities, can be an important tool for palaeopathological research.' 2 Exploration of the antiquity of rheumatoid arthritis"9 has been advanced by these means. Here Past medical history Much is known and written about Erasmus's medical history of fever, pustulotic skin eruption, backache, renal stones, oligopolyarthritis, and dysentery.'0 13-1 Erasmus himself wrote many letters in which he described his symptoms. As a young boy in Holland he had an attack of quartum malaria, which recurred occasionally for years. He had renal and, later, vesical calculi, which troubled him for the rest of his life. He had stomach upsets from time to 
